Introduced by Council Member Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2009-683
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND CAREER OF JAZZ TRUMPETER TEDDY WASHINGTON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Teddy Washington was born and raised in Jacksonville, graduated from Stanton High School, and served in the U.S. Army in the early 1950s, playing in the Army band; and


WHEREAS, music was a driving force in Teddy Washington’s life from his earliest days, which included playing trumpet in a Jacksonville band with a then-unknown student who became international superstar Ray Charles; and


WHEREAS, Teddy Washington’s musical career began to blossom in the early 1960s when he was discovered by and toured for a time with James Brown before moving on to other gigs around the nation and the world playing with the greatest musicians of the era, including B.B. King, Frank Sinatra, Louis Armstrong and Dizzie Gillespie; and 


WHEREAS, in 1979 he was seriously injured in an automobile accident and was forced to learn to play the trumpet left-handed, which he mastered in order to continue playing the music he loved; and


WHEREAS, after returning to Jacksonville in the 1980s, Teddy Washington became a well-known fixture in the city’s musical scene, hosting the “The Teddy Washington Show” on cable television, performing every year at the Jacksonville Jazz Festival, creating the Teddy Washington Follies award shows to honor Jacksonville’s great musical heritage, and lending his great talent to countless benefit concerts for worthy causes; and


WHEREAS, the news of Mr. Washington’s recent passing has saddened those who knew him and silenced a tremendous musical talent who shared that talent and love of music most generously with the Jacksonville community for many years; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and musical career of jazz trumpeter Teddy Washington upon the occasion of his passing, and extends its sincere condolences to his family and many friends at this sad time.  Teddy Washington’s talent, enthusiasm and love for music and for his home town of Jacksonville will be long and gratefully remembered.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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